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“I Have a Dream”
The ‘I Have a Dream’ speech was orated by King Martin Luther, Jr. in Washington DC on August 28, 1963 at the Lincoln Memorial in a march for jobs and freedom. The iconic speech was being delivered to Americans, the Negroes, the citizens of color. He was urging America to keep its promise of delivering democracy. 
Martin Luther King Junior gave the speech in a bid to address the plight of the black Americans.  He spoke against the social injustices facing the people of color, they were being subjected to racial injustice, and there was no security of justice. He urged the people to conduct themselves with utmost dignity and discipline even as they fought for what was rightfully theirs. In his speech, he held that he was still hopeful of upholding the American dream, to obtain the right to freedom for all without racial discrimination. He urged the audience that they will always march ahead in the fight for freedom, they should fight police brutality, that their children would not be robbed of their dignity when they attend school with white students, that they would be accorded the same due respect and treatment as the white children and that negroes living in Mississippi would be allowed to vote. In their quest for freedom, they should not resort to physical violence, instead engage in creative ways of holding peaceful demonstrations. Luther took on the position that the American dream of availing equal opportunities to all Americans and giving them the freedom to achieve their highest potential, goals and prosperity, through honesty and hard work. This would see an increased social flexibility for families (King, 1999). 
The speech was an emphasis of the Emancipation Proclamation that came to free the Negroes from the long years of slavery. It was meant to bring an end to the long and painful times of their captivity. He had joined fellow Americans in a march that would later go down as the greatest demonstration for freedom to be ever held in the history of America. In his speech, Martin Luther King Jr used a rhetorical language to address the issues facing Negroes. He posed statements and questions that did not require answers but sent very strict messages that would address the plight of black Americans. He effectively managed to fulfill the purpose of the speech. He held onto the dream that America would one day rise up and live to its creed of holding self-evident truths that all men are created to be equal. He uses persuasive techniques such as repeating phrases for more emphasis, for instance when he says “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”  
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